
End of Year 2024

WHAT A YEAR!
FINALLY BACK TO NORMAL IN A POST COVID WORLD!
Tim Miller

The last several years have been a 
fight to return to “normal camp”.  
While we have largely been in a post 
covid world the last two years, there 
has been a lingering effect on sum-
mer camp that has impacted staff-
ing, camper attendance, and the 
ministry as a whole. 

This past summer, it finally felt like 
we emerged from this haze and re-
sumed a normal summer season.  
Camps were full, we had plenty of 
staff and volunteers, and the energy 
at camp was in full force!  

It was apparent that campers were 
back to feeling like kids again.  Gone 
were the fears of the virus and the 
constant thoughts of social distanc-
ing. Campers were wrestling, play-
ing contact sports, sitting close to 
each other, laughing freely, and just 
being care free.  What a joy it was to 
observe and participate in this unin-
hibited community God has made at 
CBX!  

If you are receiving this newsletter, 
you likely know that CBX is a spe-

God was at work this past sum-
mer at Cross Bar X. We had full 
camps all summer long. We 
shared the gospel with campers 
twice each day through the lens 
of LIGHT vs. DARKNESS, and we 
looked at how God brings us out 
of the darkness of our sin into the 
light of his glorious Son.

Nearly 100 campers were able to 
come for a full week and hear the 
gospel. Eight young men went 
on our backpacking Condor Ex-
pedition up Cascade Creek, and 
five young women were able to 
return to CBX for a second week 
with our lady counselors for an in-
tentional discipleship camp.

cial place. Whether you have seen 
that first hand or have observed from 
a distance, my hope is that you can 
imagine with me today this joyful, 
Christ centered community where 
young people hear of the Good News 
of Jesus Christ day in and day out all 
summer!  

These young people’s only hope is in 
Christ. Their world, increasingly dark, 
increasingly confused, and increasing-
ly evil, need the Word of God to make 
clear their path in life. At camp, they 
get to ask questions, be discipled in 
Bible studying skills, and be exposed 
to Christian world view.  Most impor-
tantly, they get the chance to hear the 
Gospel in a clear and complete way.  
They get the chance to confess their 
sin and need for a savior.  They get a 
Bible to take home with them.  And 
they get the chance to be invited to a 
local church for long term faithfulness 
and worship of the Lord.  

This is what CBX is all about!  Thank 
you for being a part of this work and 
for your continued support as we 
serve the Lord. 

We often get asked what 
CBX is in need of? The 
last 10 years have been 
focused on infrastructure 
and fortification of the ag-
ing CBX facility. This work 
continues, but we are also 
starting to look toward the 
future.  Here are a few fo-
cuses for you to consider 
in your support of CBX.  

1) Phase 3 of the Eagle 
Lodge Renovation.  New 
kitchen and food storage 
area. 

2) Sponsoring our new 
intern Paige Akers as she 
works with local girls year 
round!

3) Sponsoring a Parent 
Night Out Program for Fos-
ter Kids.  

4) We would like to estab-
lish a fund to  scholarship 
pastors and missionaries 
Sabbath stays at CBX.  This 
would provide food, hous-
ing, transportation, and 
other needs as they stay at 
CBX.  

For more information on 
each of these, please go 
to www.crossbarx.org/do-
nate/wish-list 

CBX Wish list
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Summer 2024 Recap
Jacob Posey

Our seasonal staff for 2024 was an 
amazing group of young men and 
women that truly had a heart for 
sharing the gospel with these 
kids and showing them the love 
of Jesus every day. Some of 
them came for the entire sum-
mer, others were able to come 
only for one week. Regardless 
of the time frame, they each 
did a fantastic job. Many of 
them came through a mission 
trip from Colorado Christian 
University. We were so blessed as 
a ministry to have each one of them 
serve. Many of them have already 
committed to returning for some 
portion of our camp season in 2025. 
One “young” man, Shane Espinoza, 
came and counseled for one week. 
2024 marked the 4th different de-
cade in which he has counseled at 
Cross Bar X!

Thank you so much for your prayers 

for the staff and the campers. 
Please continue to pray that God 
would use Cross Bar X each sum-
mer to share the truth of his gos-
pel with the kids who so desper-
ately need it.
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A Note 
From The Chairman

Welcome to the Board

During my 3 weeks working at CBX this summer I experienced kids 
praising God, learning more of His word, sharing with each other, 
praying, swimming, playing outdoor games and just being kids.  This 
is not always the case in their homes.  This may be the only week of 
the year they can simply be kids.  CBX thrives because of your finan-
cial gifts. Would you consider giving so that financially constrained 
kids can come to the camp or to our much needed kitchen upgrade 
or to the general needs of the camp?  Let me thank you in advance 
for prayerfully considering the financial needs of CBX.

Dennis Hamilton - CBX Board of Directors

CBX is excited to announce an all new way 
to support the good work at CBX.  Last year, 
a few CBX supporters started a new non 
profit called “Motors For Good”.  Motors For 
Good is a 501 C 3 charity that exists to sup-
port families in need by utilizing unwanted 
vehicles, boats, trailers, and other property 
to create resources that would help and 
bless families and youth in need. It is our 
hope that through the generous charity of folks from our 

A New Way To Support CBX community, we can repurpose these unused items and 
provide camp scholarships, meet vehicle 
needs for families, contribute to other 
areas of need, and provide grants to in-
dividuals and families in our community.  

If you have a vehicle you would like to 
donate or sell at a discount (we can likely 
match trade in value), you can get more 
information at:

                                         www.motors4good.com

Memorial Gifts
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Welcome Paige
Paige Akers

Facilities Update
Sam Quiring

Thank you to all the volunteers of Cross Bar 
X, especially all those that show up to Work 
Week. I would like to personally thank the 
SOWERS organization, Bear Valley Church, 
Dennis and Laura Hamilton, Tim and Gretch-
en Gonzales and Tim’s construction crew, 
Mike Sutter and his construction crew, and 
the work group from Upper Room Youth 
Group. Your generosity and hard work en-
able the ministry to function at a high level 
on limited resources. 

Over the course of 2024, we were able to 
renovate and improve our waterslide, cable 
bridge, climbing wall, driveway, and rental 

Hi! My name is Paige Akers, and I am interning with 
Cross Bar X starting in 2025.  Throughout the past year, 
God has repeatedly shown me the abundance of His 
faithfulness, and my time with Cross Bar X is just one 
example. This time last year, I was beginning to think 
about what my summer plans would be. This Decem-
ber, I am graduating from Colorado Christian University with a degree in Psychology 
and Clinical Counseling, and I was looking for a summer job related to my degree. 

My family’s experience with foster care is the reason I chose this degree, and when, by 
the Lord’s providence, I stumbled upon the opportunity to counsel for Cross Bar X, I 
felt nothing but excitement. Summer camps have played a huge role in my spiritual 
development, and this past summer was no exception. I loved every minute with the 
campers, and there are so many stories that could be shared. However, my favorite 
moments were getting to see how much God worked in their lives in the short time I 
got with them. I am still in complete awe at how the Lord moved this summer and am 
excited to see how He will continue to work in the next few months as I enter this new 
role with CBX and prepare for camp.

amenities. We continue to improve our 
many acres by leasing grazing pastures 
and by raising our own cattle, which in 
turn will offer quality grass-fed beef for 
our campers. We accomplished our yearly 
tasks of fire mitigation, mulching, supply 
storage and organization, painting, and 
staining. On top of that, we were able 
to construct a new, beautiful, and more 
functional porch for Eagle Lodge. Finally, 
we planted and irrigated a new orchard of 
heritage apple trees. 

Looking ahead, we will continue to focus 
on fire mitigation and building upkeep 
and protection. We hope to improve 
the grading of the Rec Field, as well as 
the grading and drainage issues around 

Cabin Truth. Our focus on 
land improvement will be 
addressed through refin-
ing our irrigation system. 
This, of course, is on top of 
the seasonal and recurring 
maintenance needs, and 
capital improvements of the 
land and facilities, on which 
we so greatly depend on 
our volunteers. 
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PICTURES

Jonathan Helvoigt - Jonathan served CBX as a 
counselor for four years, led the leader-in-train-
ing program, and did some 
assistant program directing. 
Since his time on staff, he has 
regularly returned to help 
with staff training, staff de-
vos, and teach Bible lessons 
for the camp.

Tim Gonzales - Tim first counseled in 2001.  
Over the next several years 
Tim continued to return to 
counsel and serve CBX in 
support rolls.   Tim met his 
wife Gretchen while working 
at CBX and they spent their 
first summer as newlyweds living at CBX, Tim as a 
counselor and Gretchen as the Camp Nurse. 

The Gonzales’s now live in Hotchkiss, CO where 
they raise their 5 kids and build His Kingdom 
through their various businesses, community 
participation and local Church involvement.

Marilyn Brothers

By

Ray Harrell

Annie Darby

Riley & Kristy Alder-
ton

Mark Lafferty

By

Claudia Egan

Riley & Kristy Alder-
ton

CABINS WERE EACH GIVEN A CAMERA 
THIS SUMMER TO DOCUMENT THEIR 
SUMMER.  HERE ARE OUR FAVORITES.

Thanks to our Iron Horse Bicycle Sponsors!
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